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C@ Dates to Remember

August 17

Oakton Community College, Des Plaines

August 31

August 23 -
September 1

RTA Public Hearings (for full schedule see article on page 3)

NWMC Bicycle Plan Update Meeting—10:00 a.m. (see article on page 2)

lllinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP) Application Deadline

STAR Line Municipal Task Force Addresses Obstacles

The STAR Line Municipal Task Force met
on July 13 at the Hoffman Estates Village
Hall. Metra staff is currently completing
two of the final three required docu-
ments as part of the Alternatives Analy-
sis process. Upon anticipated comple-
tion in August, the drafts will be sent to
the project’s Technical Advisory Com-
mittee. Final submittal to the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) is expected
by the end of 2010.

Work is also continuing on the project’s
financial plan. To date, the FTA’s finan-
cial requirements have not been met
due to a lack of demonstrated funding
for operations and a lack of state match-
ing funds which need a consistent state
bonding program. To address this, RTA
Senior Deputy Director Leanne Redden
discussed a study of alternative financ-
ing options for transit projects in the I-
90 corridor currently being conducted
by the RTA. The four-month study,
which will look at options for the STAR

Line and bus rapid transit, is expected to
be completed in October. The Task
Force also reaffirmed the financial com-
mitment that local municipalities have
already shown by funding transit station
planning and land acquisition.

NWMC worked with Metra and task
force municipalities to provide feedback
to the FTA on proposed rules designed
to guide the ranking of large transit pro-
jects. These proposed rules may be
beneficial to the STAR Line when com-
peting nationally against other projects
by taking a more comprehensive view of
the potential economic development
and environmental impact of the pro-
jects, in addition to the existing metric
of cost effectiveness.

With the STAR Line listed on the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s
(CMAP) list of unconstrained capital
projects in the draft Go To 2040 plan,
the project faces another roadblock

upon completion of the Alternatives
Analysis. Until it is listed on the con-
strained list, which means that funding
for the project has been reasonably
identified, the project will not be able to
advance into engineering phases. This
underscores the necessity of finding a
stable source of state matching funds
for the project. The task force will be
submitting comments to CMAP urging
the inclusion of the STAR Line on the
constrained list.

Finally, State Representative Darlene
Senger (R-Naperville) told the group of
the creation of a STAR Line Caucus in
Springfield. The Caucus held their first
hearing in May. The goal of the group is
to increase the overall awareness of the
project and build support in Springfield
and provide regular project updates. The
next meeting of the task force will likely
be coordinated with the third and final
Technical Advisory Committee meeting
anticipated in August or September.
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On July 20, the NWMC hosted a series of
eight bike corridor meetings to evaluate
potential East-West corridors which
generally follow these roadways:

e Irving Park Road

¢ Howard Street, Sibley Street and
Higgins Road

¢ Golf Road

* Glenview Road and Central Road

¢ Willow Road

¢ Dundee Road

¢ Deerfield Road

® Everett Road/Old Elm Road

The current bike plan update focuses on
further evaluation of potential corridors
and establishment of implementation
strategies. Over thirty municipal, county
and forest preserve representatives
attended the meetings to examine po-
tential alignments, identify obstacles
and discuss implementation strategies.
NWMC and Active Transportation Alli-
ance staff will use the input to produce
initial corridor evaluations. Among the
evaluation measures are corridor com-
pleteness, consistency with current bike
plans, connectivity to regional destina-
tions and access to trail networks.

Corridor evaluations and prioritization
strategies will be discussed at the next

meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, August
17, at 10 a.m. at Oakton Community
College in Des Plaines.

At a previous meeting on July 12, ten
municipal and two county representa-
tives met at the Vernon Hills Village Hall
to discuss bike corridors in Lake and
McHenry Counties. Due to grant restric-
tions, the focus of the NWMC’s previous
Bicycle Plan from 2007 was limited to
Cook County. The 2010 plan update is
examining the entire NWMC area.

The attendees identified six preliminary
regional bike corridors that serve NWMC
members in Lake and McHenry counties:
Deerfield Road, Everett Road/Old Elm
Road, Quentin Road, North Shore Path/
Millennium Trail, lllinois Route 173, and
the Crystal Lake Utility Corridor. Deer-
field and Everett/Old Elm were identi-
fied as needed further analysis and dis-
cussed at the meeting on the 20th.

Oakton Community
College

6

Bike sign example for the
Golf Road Corridor

A
C@ News from the North Shore Council of Mayors

DuPage County Council of Mayors

On June 18, The DuPage Mayors and
Managers Association (DMMC) an-
nounced a call for FY 2011 - 2016 Sur-
face Transportation Program (STP) pro-
jects. Applications sponsored or co-
sponsored by a DuPage municipality will
be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
August 13. Project requests for up to 70
percent federal construction funding for
highway projects and up to 75 percent
federal construction funding for Trans-
portation Control Measure (TCM) pro-
jects will be accepted. Further details
including application forms, the DMMC
STP Manual and other information can
be found on the STP page of the DMMC
website or by contacting Kama Dobbs
(kdobbs@dmmc-cog.org).

McHenry County Council of Mayors

The next McHenry County Council of
Mayors meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, September 16, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. at
the McHenry County Division of Trans-
portation located at 16111 Nelson Road

in Woodstock.

Northwest Council Update \

On July 30, the final North Shore Council
of Mayors American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA) project was let.
With the letting of the Village of Glen-
view’s Glenview Road resurfacing pro-
ject, the North Shore Council reached
the 100 percent obligation mark well in
advance of the September deadline.
The Glenview Road project was one of
three projects that were able to utilize
ARRA funding due to low bids on previ-
ous ARRA projects. In total, the North
Shore Council obligated approximately
$5.9 million to accomplish fourteen
projects.

In other news, the North Shore Council
of Mayors Technical Committee will

meet on September 15 to discuss and
recommend the federal fiscal year (FFY)
2011-2015 program. In June, the North
Shore Technical Committee recom-
mended strategies to assist in reducing
the council’s negative balance. NWMC
staff is currently working with project
sponsors to update project schedules
and cost estimates in anticipation of the
September meeting.

The next North Shore Council of Mayors
Technical Committee meeting is sched-
uled for September 17 at the Skokie
Village Hall.

The Northwest Council of Mayors has
two projects on the September let-
ting, Algonquin Road lighting in Roll-
ing Meadows and Arlington Heights
and the 1-290 at Biesterfield Road
intersection improvement in Elk
Grove Village, which will close out
the Council’s American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds.

A meeting date for August will be set
soon. The agenda will focus on aA
number of multi-year “B” list projects
which are looking to advance into the

active program.
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On July 29" the Board of the lllinois
Tollway received an update from its staff
on the proposed extension of lllinois
Route 53 and the lllinois Route 120 by-
pass project. The staff presentation
gave a history of the project, laid out the
transportation needs and environmental
challenges in Lake County, and discussed
the alternatives for the corridor. These
include a full six-lane expressway, a
lower profile expressway, or even the
possibility of a limited access boule-
vard. The corridor would also be a can-
didate for congestion pricing or other
innovative tolling techniques.

The recently completed corridor study
for Illinois Route 120 by the Lake County
Department of Transportation, which
attempted to balance transportation
needs and community concerns, was
mentioned by Tollway staff and many of
the commenters as a model to follow
when concepts for the lllinois 53 exten-
sion are being developed. More infor-

()

mation on that study can be found at
http://www.120now.com/.

The Northwest Municipal Conference
comments were presented by Rolling
Meadows Mayor and NWMC Transpor-
tation Committee co-chair Ken Nel-
son. The comments focused on the
need for the extension to relief conges-
tion in Lake County, reduce diversions
onto the road network in northern Cook
County, stimulate positive economic
development and also stressed the long
commitment that NWMC and its mem-
bers have shown to the project. Buffalo
Grove President Elliott Hartstein and
Arlington Heights Mayor Arlene J.
Mulder were among the commenters
representing individual NWMC munici-
palities. The majority of the comments
were supportive of some form of an
extension, while others still held con-
cerns on the environmental impacts of
the project.

MC) RTA to Host Public Hearings on Budget, Projects

The Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Project
Selection Committee has announced
that there will be a call for new CMAQ
projects later this year. The program
will cover two fiscal years, 2012 and
2013 and is anticipated to be adopted
in the fall of 2011. NWMC staff will
provide updates when a schedule for
the call for projects is released.

Additionally, new stronger reporting
requirements were approved by the
Committee. Project sponsors who do
not respond to the biannual status
update request from CMAP in May
and October will be considered for
removal from the program. Under
previous requirements, only those
project sponsors who failed to submit
a Job Request Form to IDOT by May
31"  were considered for re-
moval. These previous requirements
resulted in the Committee removing
two projects from the program. The
next meeting of the CMAQ Project

The Regional Transportation Authority
(RTA) will host a series of public hearings
this month to discuss its 2011 budget,
provide updates on state and federal
capital funding, and review recom-
mended projects for RTA funding pro-
grams. During the public hearings, RTA
Board members will offer opening re-

Date Time

August 23 9:00 a.m.
August 23 6:00 p.m.

August 25 6:00 p.m.

August 26 6:00 p.m.
August 31 6:00 p.m.

September 1 6:00 p.m.

Location

Chicago (Central)
Kane County
Chicago (North)
Lake County

Cook County (North)

McHenry County

marks followed by presentations by RTA
senior staff.

The public will have the opportunity to
make comments at the hearings. Meet-
ings are open to the general public and
are ADA accessible. If you require a
reasonable accommodation in order to
attend a meeting such as a sign lan-

Address

Floor
lake, G-Room 132
Room

Room A

ﬁlection Committee is August 19. /

guage interpreter or have questions,
please call 312-913-3153 (TTY - 312-913-
3111) at least two business days before
the meeting. For more information, visit
www.rtachicago.com.

The following is a schedule of hearings
most convenient to NWMC members.

University Center, 525 S. State St., Chicago, Private Dining Room
The Centre of Elgin, 100 Symphony Way, Elgin, West Conference Room

Loyola University, 1125 W. Loyola Ave., Chicago, Bremner Lounge - First
University Center of Lake County, 1200 University Center Dr., Grays-
Pace Headquarters, 550 W. Algonquin Rd., Arlington Heights, Board

Woodstock Administration, 667 Ware Rd., Woodstock, Conference
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With five months remaining on the most
recent extension of the Safe Account-
able Flexible Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA
-LU), finding an adequate revenue
source remains a major barrier to a new
multiyear federal surface transportation
authorization. United States Secretary
of Transportation, Ray LaHood, reiter-
ated the administration’s opposition to a
gas tax increase at a recent American
Road and Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation conference and in testimony
before the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee. Without
additional revenues from a gas tax in-
crease or another source, the Highway
Trust Fund, which has been kept solvent
by transfers from the general fund, will
not be able to support a multiyear sur-
face transportation authorization.

The House Highways and Transit Sub-
committee approved a multiyear au-

C@ Contacts

thorization last year; however, the legis-
lation did not address funding. Fore-
casts predict that the gas tax, which
Congress last raised in 1993, will not be
able to fully fund the proposed authori-
zations. Additionally, Congress and the
administration are considering other
revenue and finance options, such as
tolling, public-private partnerships and a
national infrastructure bank. Without a
clear consensus on how to fund the
authorization, it is unclear when or how
the next surface transportation authori-
zation will pass. SAFETEA-LU expired at
the end of September and has been
extended multiple times by Congress.
NWMC staff will continue to monitor the
authorization process.

Mike Walczak

NWMC Program Manager for Transportation and Environment

Northwest Council Planning Liaison
1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-296-9200, ext. 34
mwalczak@nwmc-cog.org

Chris Staron

NWMC Program Associate for Transportation

North Shore Council Planning Liaison
1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016

847-296-9200, ext. 31
cstaron@nwmc-cog.org

The lllinois Department of Transpor-
tation (IDOT) has announced the
2010 |Illinois Transportation En-
hancement Program (ITEP) call for
projects. The 2010 ITEP program
makes approximately $80 million in
federal funds available to eligible
applicants. The ITEP program is
designed to expand travel choices,
enhance the experience of travel,
and improve quality of life in lllinois
by funding projects that promote
bicycle and pedestrian travel, im-
prove roadway and streetscape
design, and preserve and improve
the cultural, historic, aesthetic, and
environmental aspects of our trans-
portation infrastructure.

ITEP funds are awarded competi-
tively, and any local or state govern-
ment with taxing authority is eligible
to apply for and sponsor an en-
hancement project. Local matching
funds are required and work must
begin on the projects within three
years. Applications for ITEP funding
are due August 31. For more infor-
mation about ITEP or to access the
on-line application, please visit the
IDOT website.
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ember Spotlight
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If your municipality is undertaking a
transportation plan or project of
note, please contact NWMC staff to
be featured in an upcoming edition
of the NWMC Transportation News-
letter.
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