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C@ Dates to Remember

September 13

IDOT Public Hearing on 2012-2017 Multi-Year Highway Program—3:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn & Conference Center, 800 S. Route 31, Crystal Lake (see article on page 2)

September 15

North Shore Council of Mayors Technical Committee—8:30 a.m.

Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street

September 16

IDOT Public Hearing on 2012-2017 Multi-Year Highway Program—3:00 p.m.

College of Lake County, 10351 W. Washington Street, Building C, Grayslake (see article on page 2)

September 21
NWMC Offices

September 21

NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee —10:00 a.m.

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass Tier Two Public Hearing—4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Itasca Holiday Inn, 860 West Irving Park Road, Itasca (see article on page 3)

September 30
NWMC Offices

NWMC Transportation Committee—9:00 a.m.

News from the North Shore and Northwest Councils of Mayors

Northwest Council of Mayors

The Northwest Council of Mayors Tech-
nical Committee met on August 25 at
the Arlington Heights Village Hall and
made a number of changes to the Coun-
cil's Surface Transportation Program
(STP). A cost increase was approved for
Rolling Meadows' Commuter Drive pro-
ject at the Arlington Park Metra station.
The committee also agreed to add four
new projects to the program - Springins-
guth Road resurfacing in Schaumburg in
fiscal year (FY) 2010, Lee Street at Perry
Street intersection improvement in Des
Plaines in FY 2011 and lighting projects
on Golf Road and Plum Grove Road in
Schaumburg also in 2011. Even with the

new projects, the Council's program has
funding available for more projects in
coming fiscal years. If your municipality
has older projects that are ready to ad-
vance or new federally eligible projects
that it would like considered for STP
funding, please contact staff. The com-
mittee's next meeting will be held Thurs-
day, October 14, 8:30 a.m. at the Arling-
ton Heights Village Hall.

North Shore Council of Mayors

September marks the end to funding
obligations from the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.
The North Shore Council of Mayors pro-
grammed, obligated and awarded just
over $5.9 million on fourteen projects.

The North Shore Council of Mayors
Technical Committee will now refocus
its attention on the Surface Transporta-
tion Program (STP). The federal fiscal
year (FFY) concludes at the end of Sep-
tember, and the Technical Committee
will meet on September 15 to approve
the FFY 2011-2015 program. The Coun-
cil will enter FFY 2011 with an estimated
negative balance of $7.2 million; how-
ever, the Technical Committee will likely
considering new funds for FFY 2015 and
beyond with the next two years. The
meeting will be held at 8:30 a.m. at the
Skokie Village Hall.
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Construction, Schedule Changes on Metra’s
Union Pacific North Line

IDOT Seeking Comments on \
Highway Program

Work began last month on a $185 mil-
lion bridge and retaining wall construc-
tion project on the Union Pacific North
(UP-N) line. Metra will replace a total of
twenty-two bridges on the north side of
Chicago, with construction split into two
phases. During the first phase of the
project, Metra will replace eleven
bridges between Grace Avenue and
Balmoral Street. In the second phase,
Metra will replace eleven more bridges
between Fullerton Avenue and Cornelia
Street. Metra is replacing the bridges
because they are all more than 100
years old and can no longer be economi-
cally repaired and maintained. The new
bridges will offer increased safety and
will last for more than 100 years. Metra
expects to complete the project at the
end of 2018.

Because the bridge replacement and

()

related work on retaining walls requires
inbound and outbound trains to operate
on a single track in the construction
zone, Metra adjusted the UP-N line
schedule starting August 22.

While Metra tried to anticipate how
riders would use trains under the new
schedule, in many cases, Metra acknowl-
edges, that riders shifted in unexpected
ways, leading to some “very crowded
and delayed trains.” In a press release
issued on August 27, Metra states, “We
want to assure you that we are aware of
the issues and are taking steps to adjust
the schedule and add capacity.” The full
press release and the new schedule are
available on www.metrarail.com.

&

The Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion (IDOT) Division of Highways is seek-
ing comments on the proposed 2012-17
multi-year highway program. Com-
ments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m.
on November 1. In addition, the public
may comment on specific projects that
might be included in the program, the
overall performance of the highway
system, regional transportation priori-
ties, and the effectiveness of the public
outreach program at the following
meetings:

Monday, September 13, 3:00 p.m., Holi-
day Inn & Conference Center, 800 S.
Route 31, Crystal Lake

Thursday, September 16, 3:00 p.m.,
College of Lake County, 10351 W. Wash-
ington St., Building C, Grayslake

~) lllinois Safe Routes to School Call for Projects Approaches

The lllinois Department of Transporta-
tion (IDOT) Safe Routes to School 2010
call for projects will officially open on
October 1, 2010. Because of the exten-
sion of federal funding through Decem-
ber 31, 2010, Illinois will be able to
award at least $7 million in Safe Routes
to School monies throughout the state.

In order to participate in the 2010 plan-
ning and application cycle, you will be
required to submit, and receive approval
for, a new or updated School Travel Plan
for your community. For more informa-
tion on this requirement and the appli-
cation cycle, please visit the Illinois Safe
Routes to School website.

The table to the right outlines the time-
line for the application cycle.

ILLINOIS

lllinois Safe Routes to School 2010 Application Cycle

Date Activity

Call for Projects Official Opens (An approved School

October 1, 2010

Travel Plan is necessary to access the application)

Deadline to submit School Travel Plan for review and
comment (All Plans received after this date will either
be approved or denied, and there will not be an op-

November 1, 2010

portunity to resubmit)

Deadline to submit a School Travel Plan for 2010 plan-

November 12, 2010

December 15, 2010

January 2011

Mid-Late 2011

ning and application cycle.

Call for Projects Closes

Application Review and Scoring Begins

Funded Projects Announced
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C@ Elgin O'Hare West Bypass Tier Two Study Kicks Off

With the approval of the preferred con-
cept plan known as Alternative 203D,
the Elgin O'Hare West Bypass study has
moved into Tier Two of the planning
process. As explained at the kickoff
meeting on August 26 in Itasca, Tier Two
will produce a more refined environ-
mental impact statement, design report,
drainage report, detailed financial plan,
project management plan and construc-
tion sequencing options. The first half of

A\

the meeting laid out the Tier Two proc-
ess, while the second half consisted of
geographically based breakout sessions.
These sessions were used to solicit feed-
back from municipalities and other
stakeholders on the more detailed work
IDOT and its consultants have done on
specific interchange designs. Project
staff also held a preliminary discussion
on financing options for the project,
including the options to have some or all

of the expressways operate as tolled
facilities. IDOT expects the Tier Two
study to last two years.

A public meeting to discuss Tier Two will
be held on Tuesday, September 21, at
the Itasca Holiday Inn (860 West Irving
Park Road) from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
while the next corridor planning group
meeting will be held on November 16.

@ Preliminary 2011 Pace Budget Calls for No Service Cuts or Fare Increases

Pace reports that early forecasts for
their 2011 budget hold good news for
passengers: service levels and fares will
remain level during the coming vyear.
Funding is anticipated to improve by
modest levels thanks to economic recov-
ery, and holding the line on expenses
contributes significantly to the favorable
outlook. The estimates are part of Pace’s
preliminary budget information submit-
tal to the Regional Transportation Au-
thority (RTA) and the start to the annual
budget process.

In 2010, Pace cut roughly $1.5 million of
service, targeting routes with low rider-
ship. Pace also instituted unpaid fur-
lough days and increased health care

C@ Contacts

contributions for nonunion employees
among other administrative cost reduc-
tions, and transferred capital funding to
offset some additional service cuts. For
2011, Pace is prepared to use up to $2
million of capital funding to eliminate
any potential deficit, though that may
not be necessary if sales tax collections-
the primary source of operating funds-
outpace current estimates.

Expenses in Pace’s 2011 Suburban Ser-
vices budget, which includes fixed route
bus service, vanpool, and dial-a-ride, are
anticipated to grow 3.1% over 2010 to
$183.3 million due largely to inflation,
health care and fuel. The 2011 ADA
Paratransit budgets $120.7 million

worth of expenses, a 4.4% growth due
mostly to service expansion and contrac-
tor cost increases.

Once funding marks are received from
the RTA in September, Pace will release
its proposed budget for review and com-
ment at public hearings to take place in
October. After reviewing comments
received, the Pace Board will approve
the final budget in November.

member Spotlight\

Mike Walczak

NWMC Program Manager for Transportation and Environment

Northwest Council Planning Liaison
1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-296-9200, ext. 34
mwalczak@nwmc-cog.org

Chris Staron

NWMC Program Associate for Transportation

North Shore Council Planning Liaison
1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016

847-296-9200, ext. 31
cstaron@nwmec-cog.org

If your municipality is undertaking a
transportation plan or project of
note, please contact NWMC staff to
be featured in an upcoming edition
of the NWMC Transportation News-
letter.
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