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C@ Dates to Remember

May 18

NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee—10:00 p.m.

Oakton Community College, Business Conference Center, Room A

May 27
NWMC Offices

June 10

NWMC Transportation Committee Meeting—9:00 a.m.

Deadline for RTA Funding Applications

For more information visit: www.rtachicago.com/programs

June 11

Go To 2040 Plan Released for Public Comment

For more information visit: http://www.goto2040.org/

June 16

North Shore Council of Mayors Technical Committee—8:30 a.m.

Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street

C@ NWMC Transportation Committee Update

The NWMC Transportation Committee
met on April 22 and heard a presenta-
tion from Andy Plummer of the RTA
regarding available funding opportuni-
ties for planning and operations through
four different programs: the Community
Planning Program, Subregional Planning
Program, the Job Access and Reverse
Commute (JARC) Program, and the Inno-
vation Coordination and Enhancement
(ICE) Program. He highlighted the suc-
cessful use of past grants in NWMC com-
munities including Skokie (Station area
planning around the new CTA Oakton
Street Station), Morton Grove
(redevelopment plan around Metra
station) and Buffalo Grove (station area
plan around Metra station). More infor-

mation on all four programs is available
here. Please note that applications are
due Thursday, June 10.

Rick Harnish and Laurent Pernot of the
Midwest High Speed Rail Association
presented an overview of high speed rail
networks from around the world and
what a similar network could look like in
the Midwest. The current pilot project
the Association is pushing is a 220 mile
per hour train from O'Hare to Cham-
paign, with stops at Chicago Union Sta-
tion and McCormick Place as well as a
future extension to St. Louis via Spring-
field. The Committee voted to support a
bill currently in the General Assembly
that creates a state high speed rail com-
mission to guide future high speed rail

investment in the state.

The next Committee meeting is Thurs-
day, May 27, 9:00 a.m. at NWMC offices.

1616 East Golf Road ¢ Des Plaines, lllinois 60016  Phone: 847.296.9200 « Fax: 847.296.9207 * www.nwmc-cog.org
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@ News from the Northwest Council of Mayors

@e To Work Week \

At its last meeting in March, the North-
west Council of Mayors Technical Com-
mittee requested a list of projects that
could be ready by January 2011 in order
to prepare the Council for a possible
second stimulus bill. This effort resulted
in a list of twenty-two projects received
from ten communities. However, with
no bill currently pending before Con-
gress, the Committee urged any commu-
nity with the needed local share to keep
the projects moving through the IDOT
process. This will help to further spend
down the Council’s Surface Transporta-
tion Program (STP) balance, and position
the Council to act quickly should Con-
gress approve a second stimulus bill.
Currently, STP funds are available
through the Council in the next two
years. If your municipality has a project
or projects on the Council’'s “B” list

o

which you would like to advance, please
contact Mike Walczak, 847-296-9200
ext. 34 or mwalczak@nwmc-cog.org.

The Active Transportation Alliance is
holding its annual Bike To Work Week
from June 12-18. Employers compete in
five categories (Public Agency, Business/
Non-Profit, Bicycle Related Business, K-
12 School, College/University) and by
the number of employees.

All participants receive bike maps, bike
shop discount cards and bike to work
guides, and are entered into raffles for
sponsor-donated prizes.

Prizes are awarded to employers who
have the highest percentage of employ-
ees who commuted by bicycle at least
once during the week.

For more information, visit:

http://www.activetrans.org/btww_signhup.

N

News from the North Shore Council of Mayors

On April 23, the Village of Glenview’s
Greenwood Road at Glenview Road
intersection project was let. On Green-
wood Road, the project includes resur-
facing, additional through lanes and a
southbound right turn lane. In addition,
the project adds a right turn lane on
Glenview Road, eliminates sidewalk
gaps and improves signals. The North

Shore Council of Mayors programmed
over $2.5 million in Surface Transporta-
tion Program (STP) funds for this project.

The April 23 letting also included the
Dempster Street corridor project in the
Village of Morton Grove. This project is
being funded by a number of federal,
state and local sources, including over

Artist Rendering of New Oakton yellow Line Station. Source: Village of Skokie

$3.7 million Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality (CMAQ) funding.

Finally, the Village of Skokie began ad-
vertising for the downtown Skokie Yel-
low Line station at Oakton Street on
April 15. A pre-bid meeting was held on
April 29 and the bid opening is sched-
uled for May 18. The Oakton Street
Yellow Line station emerged from a
feasibility study that was partially
funded with a Regional Transportation
Authority (RTA) grant (see Transporta-
tion Committee article on page 1).
Skokie will utilize CMAQ funds to cover
approximately $14 million of the con-
struction cost. The addition of the
downtown station will expand and im-
prove the accessibility of the Yellow Line
for area residents, workers, shoppers
and visitors.

The next North Shore Council of Mayors
Technical Committee meeting is sched-
uled for June 16 at the Skokie Village
Hall.
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~¢) CMAP Major Capital Projects

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) has released its draft
Major Transportation Capital Project
Recommendations. The draft is based on
future financial projections to the year
2040 as part of the development of the
Go To 2040 Regional Comprehensive
Plan process. Following federal require-
ments, CMAP staff has identified exist-
ing or reasonably expected sources of
revenue totaling $385 billion for trans-
portation expenditures in the region
(capital, maintenance, and operations)
between now and 2040. However, all
but $10.5 billion of that total will be
used to keep the transportation system

Initial Proposal for Fiscally Constrained Projects:

Project
NEW FACILITIES AND EXTENSIONS

Central Lake County Corridor: IL 53 North and IL
120 Limited Access

Elgin O'Hare Expressway Improvements
(includes Western O'Hare Bypass, EOE East Ex-
tension, and EOE Add Lanes)

1-294/1-57 Interchange Addition

Red Line Extension (South)

West Loop Transportation Center
EXPANSIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS
1-190 Access Improvements

1-290 Managed Lanes

I-55 Managed Lanes

1-80 Add Lanes (US 30 to US 45)

1-88 Add Lanes

1-90 Managed Lanes

1-94 Add Lanes North

North Red Line Improvements

Rock Island Improvements
Southwest Service Improvements
UP North Improvements

UP Northwest Improvements/Extension
UP West Improvements

OTHER

Continued study and prioritization
Total public sector cost

Total public sector cost for new capital ele-
ments*

at a safe and adequate level while mov-
ing towards a state of good repair.

The remaining $10.5 billion has been
identified for major capital improve-
ments to the transportation sys-
tem. The potential projects, which to-
taled well over the identified amount,
are broken down into two categories;
fiscally constrained and fiscally uncon-
strained. The tables below and on the
following page contain information
about the proposed fiscally constrained
and unconstrained projects. Projects
highlighted in gold are directly related to
the NWMC service area, while projects
highlighted in light blue are tangentially

Est. Comp. Construction Cost
Year 2009
$ in billions

Full Cost

related. Projects in the fiscally con-
strained list will be allowed under fed-
eral regulations to proceed through all
preliminary planning and engineering
phases and be constructed. Projects on
the unconstrained list may only proceed
through the initial Alternatives Analysis
phase (for transit projects) or Phase |
Engineering (for road projects) unless
additional sources of revenue can be
secured. Periodic updates to the list can
occur, but new projects cannot be
added without additional revenue being
identified or projects being dropped
from the constrained list by the Metro-

(Continued on page 5)

S in billions

* While the total project costs of constrained projects are $20.8 billion, only $10.4 billion of this is estimated to be for

new capital elements.

Revenue (Toll) Public Sector Cost
Year of Expenditure Assumptions Year of Expenditure
S in billions
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Initial Proposal for Fiscally Unconstrained Projects:

Est. Completion Construction Cost Full Cost Revenue (Toll) Public Sector Cost
Year 2009 Year of Expenditure Assumptions Year of Expenditure
$ in billions S in billions $ in billions
NEW FACILITIES AND EXTENSIONS
Blue Line West Extension
BNSF Extension
Brown Line Extension
Central Area Transitway
Circle Line (North)
Circle Line (South)
DuPage "J" Line
Elgin O'Hare Expressway West Extension
Elgin O'Hare Expressway Far West Exten-
sion
1-80 to I-55 Connector
Illiana Corridor
Inner Circumferential Rail Service
McHenry-Lake Corridor
Metra Electric Extension
Mid-City Transitway
Milwaukee District North Extension
Milwaukee District West Extension
O'Hare to Schaumburg Transit Service
Orange Line Extension
Prairie Parkway
Rock Island Extension
Southeast Service
Southwest Service Extension/Full Service
STAR Line
Yellow Line Enhancements and Extension
EXPANSIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS
Express Airport Train Service
Heritage Corridor
I-55 Add Lanes and Reconstruction
I-57 Add Lanes
I-80 Add/Managed Lanes
IL 394
Milwaukee District North Improvements
North Central Service Improvements
South Lakefront Corridor
Total public sector cost

Total public sector cost for new capital
elements**

* While the total project costs of unconstrained projects are $60.7 billion, only $30.35 billion of this is estimated to be
for new capital elements.

Please Note: Projects highlighted in gold are directly related to the NWMC service area, while projects highlighted in
light blue are tangentially related.
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C@ CMAP Major Capital Projects Continued

to Free Rides for Seniors

(Continued from page 3)

politan Planning Organization (MPO)
Policy Committee. Projects which can
expect to produce future revenues, spe-
cifically toll roads, count only a fraction
of their actual costs.

CMAP is been accepting comments from
stakeholders, which will be analyzed and
incorporated into the full draft Go To
2040 Plan which is scheduled to be re-
leased for comment on June 11. Com-
ments will be accepted until August
6. Comments will be accepted on
CMAP’s website, www.cmap.illinois.gov.

In its role as a stakeholder, NWMC has
already submitted comments urging the
inclusion of the Metra STAR Line, up-
grades to the Metra North Central Ser-
vice line and the extension of CTA’s Yel-
low Line to Old Orchard in the fiscally
constrained list. All previous planning
efforts on these projects may languish if
they are not included on the constrained
list. Individual municipalities or other
stakeholders are also encouraged to
contact CMAP with comments.

(“\ Bike and Pedestrian Committee Discusses
h Regional Plan, IDOT's Complete Streets Policy

At the NWMC Bike and Pedestrian Com-
mittee meeting on April 20, the Active
Transportation Alliance (ATA) presented
the latest on the NWMC Bike Plan Up-
date. ATA is currently collecting existing
maps and plans from member communi-
ties and using that information to iden-
tify gaps in the regional bike network.
This information, along with regional
policy recommendations will be dis-
cussed at the next Plan Update meeting,
Tuesday, May 18, 10:00 a.m. at Oakton
Community College in Des Plaines. All
NWMC members are encouraged to
participate.

John O'Neal of CMAP staff led a discus-
sion of IDOT's proposed Complete
Streets implementation policy, which is
designed to incorporate the needs of all
users of a road, including bikes and pe-
destrians, when a road is reconstructed.
The state would pick up a greater share
of the overall cost to these added ac-

commodations, from the current 50/50
split up to 80/20. While the committee
overall appreciated the direction of the
policy, there were concerns shared by
CMAP and members of the committee
about some details of cost sharing, in-
flexibility of design guidelines and the
need to considered regional bikeway
plans when designing a roadway. A let-
ter will be sent from the committee to
IDOT incorporating these concerns.

On May 5, the lllinois Senate passed
(57-0) House Bill 4623, which would
make free transit rides for seniors
means tested. In January 2008, then
Governor Blagojevich added free
transit rides for all seniors through an
amendatory veto to House Bill 656,
which was the legislation that in-
creased the sales tax to fund transit
operations. The bill passed by the
Senate rolls back the free rides for
seniors program by linking free rides
to income levels. The income qualifi-
cations for free rides are based on
the income eligibility limitations set
forth in the Senior Citizens and Dis-
abled Person Property Tax Relief and
Pharmaceutical ~ Assistance  Act.
While various newspapers have re-
ported slightly different figures, a
single senior, age 65 or older, would
qualify for free rides with an income
of less than approximately $41,500.
A household of two would qualify
with an income of less than approxi-
mately $55,000, and a household of
more than two would qualify with an
income of less than approximately
$57,000. The legislation would ex-
pire after two years in order for the
General Assembly to reevaluate the
program.

House Bill 4623 has moved to the
Illinois House of Representatives, but
the House did not take action on the
bill before adjourning, which leaves
the fate of the bill uncertain. The
House approved a similar measure
with lower income thresholds earlier
this year; however, that bill failed in
Senate committee. If the House does
approve the legislation, it will be
forwarded to the Governor for con-

sideration.

énate Approves Changem

NWMC Bike Plan Update Meeting

~

All NWMC members are encouraged to participate in the NWMC Bike Plan Update Meeting on Tuesday, May 18, 10:00 a.m.
at Oakton Community College in Des Plaines. Attendees will review the regional bike network and discuss regional policy

recommendations.

Y
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C@ TIGER Il Funding Announced

On April 26, the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) an-
nounced the availability of funding and
requests for proposals for National Infra-
structure Investments. Because the
program structure is similar to the
Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery (TIGER) program
from the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA), DOT will refer to
the program as TIGER Il. DOT is making
$600 million available for projects that
have a significant impact on desirable
long-term outcomes for the United
States, a metropolitan area or a region.
In addition, projects will be selected
based on job creation, innovation and
partnerships.

Of the $600 million in funding, at least
$140 million must be awarded to rural
projects. The grants must be more than
$10 million or less than $200 million.
DOT cannot award more than $150 mil-

lion to a single state. The funding is
designated for capital investments in
surface transportation infrastructure
with DOT utilizing a competitive selec-
tion process. While job creation and
economic stimulus remains a primary
selection criterion, DOT has added long-
term outcomes explicitly as a primary
selection criterion. The long-term out-
comes of a project will be judged by the
relationship to the following areas:
state of good repair, economic competi-
tiveness, livability, environmental sus-
tainability and safety.

In addition to the capital funding, DOT
has the option to use $35 million for
planning grants. DOT is working jointly
with the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to issue a
joint solicitation. HUD has $40 million in
funding available for Community Chal-
lenge Planning Grants. Consequently,
DOT and HUD will work together to

\
C@ Second Round for TIGGER Funding

On April 13, the Federal Transit Admini-
stration (FTA) announced the availability
of $75 million in funding for its Transit
Investment for Greenhouse Gas and
Energy Reduction (TIGGER) program.
The TIGGER program received $100
million in funding under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
of 2009. Pace received $1.3 million to
purchase ten hybrid paratransit vehicles
under the TIGGER program in ARRA. An
additional $81.2 million in Clean Fuels
Grant funding will complement the TIG-
GER program. Transit agencies and
state departments of transportation can
apply for TIGGER funding. Projects can-
not be less than $1 million or more than
$25 million.

The TIGGER program provides funding
for capital investments that assist in
reducing the energy consumption or
greenhouse gas emissions of a public
transportation system. The FTA will give

more favorable ratings for innovative
technologies of national significance
such as electric drive and other forward
looking technologies.

The Clean Fuels Grant program assists
nonattainment and maintenance areas
in achieving or maintaining the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone
and CO and to support emerging clean
fuel and advanced propulsion technolo-
gies for transit buses and markets for
those technologies.

Applications for TIGGER funding are due
August 11 and applications for the Clean
Fuels Grant program are due June 14.
For more information about the TIGGER
Program, please visit:

http://fta.dot.gov/tigger.

evaluate the applications for these plan-
ning funding.

Pre-applications for TIGER Il funding are
due on July 16, and final applications are
due August 23. Project selection will
occur no earlier than September 15. To
learn more about the TIGER Il Discre-
tionary Grant program, please click here.

Leveraging the Partnership:
DOT, HUD and EPA Programs
for Sustainable Communities

The United States Department of
Transportation (DOT), Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) and
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) have published a guide to
federal programs intended to help
communities identify  resources
available to support their efforts to
promote livable and sustainable
communities. The guide is available
here.

In June 2009, the Partnership for
Sustainable  Communities  was
formed by DOT, HUD and EPA.
These three agencies have pledged
to ensure that housing and trans-
portation goals are met while simul-
taneously protecting the environ-
ment, promoting equitable develop-
ment and helping address the chal-

Qges of climate change. /
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C@ Contacts

Mike Walczak

NWMC Program Manager for Transportation and Environment
Northwest Council Planning Liaison

1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016

847-296-9200, ext. 34

mwalczak@nwmec-cog.org

Chris Staron

NWMC Program Associate for Transportation
North Shore Council Planning Liaison

1616 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016

847-296-9200, ext. 31
cstaron@nwmc-cog.org

Member Spotlight

If your municipality is undertaking a
transportation plan or project of
note, please contact NWMC staff to
be featured in an upcoming edition
of the NWMC Transportation News-
letter.
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